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Introduction

Engage Literacyis a comprehensive literacy program (K-5) appropriate for individual, small-group, and
whole-group learning. The program covers the core elements of a balanced literacy program: written
language (reading and writing) and oral language (speaking and listening). Nonfiction and fiction texts
span reading levels 1to 30 (GRL A-V). Texts are curriculum-linked, and the levels 2 to 30 fiction texts
link thematically to corresponding nonfiction titles.

Engage Literacy brings enjoyment to reading, while providing teachers and children with carefully
leveled texts. Through engaging and high-interest fiction and nonfiction texts, rhymes, poems, songs,
and chants, children will become active participants in their own learning and in the reading process.
By including both fiction and nonfiction, the materials in Engage Literacy stretch children's thinking
and meet Common Core Standards for both informational text and literature with meaningful and
purposeful group activities.

Engage Literacy components

Fiction and nonfiction texts for reading levels levels Tto 30 (GRL A-V)

All'leveled texts, both fiction and nonfiction, have been developed using carefully graded vocabulary
lists, e.g. the word ‘go"is introduced at level 1and 'going’is introduced at level 4. Therefore, children
build up a bank of high frequency words, providing them with a smoother transition as they are
introduced to higher-level texts. The texts enable children to build on their prior knowledge and make
new connections based on these previous understandings. Engage Literacy also includes extending
vocabulary or a progressive academic vocabulary list of words, such as ‘draw’, 'make’, and ‘write’,
which are essential for early readers to successfully understand and complete academic tasks
independently.

Engage Literacy ensures that children are exposed to texts that match their developmental reading
level, enabling greater potential for reading success and enhancing fluency. As they move through
the levels in Engage Literacy, children will encounter words they have met in texts from the previous
levels. The earlier leveled texts have a ratio of introduced words to known words of 1:20.

On the back of each fiction and nonfiction title, the reading stage is shown (e.g. Emergent/Early),
as well as the specific graded level of the text (e.g. Level 4). Color coding is used to represent each
level. The table below shows the correlation between the reading stage, reading level, color coding
and reading age.

The Engage Literacy components provide both digital and non-digital teaching and learning materials
that promote differentiated learning so all children can learn effectively, regardless of differences
in ability levels. The program is built on a solid foundation of literacy skills and knowledge essential
to children from K-5 according to the Common Core Standards: speaking and listening, language,
foundational skills, writing in a variety of modes, and strategies to access a variety of text structures
and features. Teachers can be assured that, by implementing Engage Literacy in their classrooms,
their children's individual learning needs will be met effectively and they will address Common Core
Standards essential to children's growth as strategic readers and thinkers.

Up and Down

EIL: 2 Fiction

Word count: 58 Example inferential questions:
» Why do you think the bird is going up?

Curriculum link: » Why do you think the snail is going

nimal
anima s/bug§, down?
science, environment

Phonological awareness/graphophonics:

Text type: narrative initial letter names/sounds

Sentence structure: Program links:

Up and Down E-Book
Look at the Animals (NF)
Digital Poster ‘Snail’

“l can go up/down,” said the

High frequency words introduced:
and, can, down

High frequency words consolidated:
go, |, said, the, up
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Fiction and nonfiction texts for reading levels GRLs: A-V

READING STAGE ‘ ENGAGE LITERACY READING LEVEL ‘ COLOR CODING ‘ READING AGE GRL
Emergent Levels 1-2 magenta 5.0-6.0 A B
Emergent/Early Levels 3-5 red 5.0-6.5 C.D
Early Levels 6-8 yellow 5.5-6.5 D E
Early Levels 9-11 blue 6.0-7.0 F.G
Early/Fluent Levels 12-15 green 6.5-7.5 G H I
Fluent Levels 16-18 orange 7.0-8.0 lJ
Fluent Levels 19-20 purple 75-8.5 K
Fluent Levels 21-23 gold 8.0-95 LM
Fluent Levels 24-25 silver 8.5-10.0 M, N
Fluent Levels 26-28 ruby 9.0-10.5 N,O
Fluent Levels 29-30 sapphire 9.5-11.0 P
Fluent not applicable jade 10-11.5 QRS
Fluent not applicable amethyst 10.5-12 STUV
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