
Inside Astro books

Astro is designed to 
target your struggling 
and reluctant readers 

Years 3-6 [NZ Y4-7]

INCLUDES SUPPORTING TEACHING MATERIALS

48 exciting dual-banded  
reading books from  

Reading Planet

Bring Astro to life with 
Reading Planet Online
Included in the 1 year subscription to Reading Planet 
Online Library (includes all 650+ Reading Planet titles):
• Each book is available online as an interactive eBook

• Plus downloadable teaching notes, reporting and  
student activities.

Astro eBooks
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operated since 1991

It’s easy to order from 
Lioncrest Education
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Born: 1976
Where: America

The Black Panther!

24

Chadw ck Boseman

Black Panther was a comic book, and then it was made into a film. Chadwick Boseman 
plays Black Panther!

Chadwick started to act 
when he was at school.

Chadwick learned to act in England. When he went back to America, he acted in plays on TV and in films.

Chadwick was then asked to play  King T’Challa – the Black Panther!
The Black Panther film came out  in 2018. 

Chadwick died in 2020. He was 
only 43.

But he had helped to make 
things better. Black Panther was the first Black superhero film.

Black Panther  
is a king called  
King T’Challa  

(say: Tu-Ch-ah-la).  
He is the king of  
a made-up land  

called Wakanda.

And he did 
it very well.

He said that  
for all of his life 
he had wished 
he could play 

Black Panther.

My mum likes 
James Brown!

25

In the film Get On Up 
he played the singer 

James Brown.

glossary
ndex

31

30

CBE – stands for: Commander of the Order of the British 

Empire. The Queen gives this medal to people that have 

done amazing things in their jobs

officer – an officer tells people in the army what to do

rank – the different job levels in the army

slave – a person who is owned by someone. Slaves are 

made to work for no pay. 

slave ship – a ship that took people away from where 

they were born to become slaves

sultan – a king

vote – to select a person or people to run a country.  

The person who gets the highest number of votes, wins.  

windmill – the wind turns the arms on the windmill to 

make electricity

acting  24–25

Ankara fabric  23

art  7, 22–23

Black Panther  24–25

books  4–5, 7, 13, 19, 27, 29

Catherine of Aragon  8

electricity  27, 30

football  14–17

gold  6

King  6–7, 8–9, 24–25, 30

music  8–9, 13, 25

President  18–21, 32

school/learning  5, 7, 11, 12, 

   19, 21, 22, 24–27, 28–29

slavery  10–11, 12–13, 30

windmill  27, 32

World War One  14, 16–17

Glossaries explain  
topic-specific vocabulary 
to support vocabulary 
development 

Modern and 
exciting content 

Non-fiction text 
features include 
maps, captions 
and diagrams 

A mix of photography 
and illustrations are 
used across non-fiction

Save up to 50% – learn more in the enclosed order form!   9
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Exclusively from  
Lioncrest Education

Teacher mark-up tools 
support group and 

whole-class discussion. 

Checkpoint quizzes in each 
eBook assess understanding.

Each Astro eBook includes 
synchronised audio which 
is ideal for Special Needs 

and EAL students.

Letter-sounds and tricky 
words are listed in the 
first 24 Astro books to 

support phonics teaching

Fiction genres 
include fantasy, 

adventure & humour.

Modern and exciting 
content using a mix of 

photography & illustrations.

Non-fiction text 
features include 
maps, captions 
and diagrams.

Glossaries explain topic-
specific vocabulary to support 

vocabulary development.
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About Reading Planet Astro

Teaching notes
Downloadable teaching notes and  
student activity sheets for every ASTRO book.  
Each set of notes includes a book  
overview, curriculum links & objectives,  
assessment ideas and discussion  
points. Access via a 1 year subscription  
to Reading Planet Online.

ASTRO, part of the Reading Planet program, is 
designed to target your struggling and reluctant 
readers with 48 reading books and supporting 
teaching materials. For Years 3-6 [NZ Y4-7], Ages 7-11.
• Improve fluency skills for lower attaining students with 

dual-banded books that combine lower reading levels with 
age-related interest levels

• Practise and reinforce phonics skills: 24 of the books are 
highly decodable and feature letter-sounds lists inside

• Get reluctant readers excited about reading with colourful 
graphic novels, gripping 
adventure series, magazine-
style non-fiction and more 
by award-winning authors 

• Improve essential 
comprehension and 
vocabulary skills using  
the in-book questions 
and online quizzes

• Dyslexia-friendly font 
and page background, 
synchronised eBook 
audio and in-book 
glossaries and tricky 
word lists.

Teaching Support

READING PLANET ASTRO OVERVIEW AGES 7-11
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Astro Books

Astro bands are dual-
banded. The first band 
represents the child’s 

interest level/chronological 
age. The second represents 
their reading level (roughly 

1 school year below the 
interest level).

Astro is 
levelled 

according 
to Reading 

Planet 
levels.

The first 4 
bands follow 
the Letters 
and Sounds 

2007 phonics 
progression 
frame-work.

Astro phonics 
levels are based 

on the same 
progression as 
the Reading 

Planet Rocket 
Phonics SSP 
programme.

Each band covers the 
letter-sounds in the 

relevant phonics phase. 

48 high interest/low reading ability fiction and non-fiction books 
 for struggling and reluctant readers.

7-8 6-7 Stars/
Turquoise 3-4 3 ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, 

air, ay, er

7-8 6-7 Mercury/ 
Purple 4-5 4

wh, ph, /ai/ a–e, a, /ee/ 
ea, e–e, ie, ey, y, e, /igh/ 
ie, i–e, y, i /oa/ ow, o–e, 
oe, o, /oi/ oy, / ow/ ou

7-8 6-7 Venus/ 
Gold 5 5

/oo/ ew, ue, u–e, u, ou,  
/yoo/ ew, ue, u–e, u, /er/ 
ir, er, ear, or, /ear/ eer, ere, 
/air/ are, ear, /or/ aw, our, 
au, ore, augh, (w) a, al, /j/ 
ge, dge, /s/ ce, se, /k/ ch,  

/ch/ tch, /ar/ al, /l/ le

8-9 6-7 Earth/ 
White 5-6 6

/sh/ ch, /s/ ci, cy, ce, 
sc, st, /r/ wr, /n/ kn, gn, 
/m/ mb, /j/ ge, gi, gy,  

/sh/ s, sion, ssion, cian, 
ci, sure, tion, ti, /e/ ea, 
/i/ y, /ch/ ture, /ai/ ei, 

eigh, /u/ ou

8-9 7-8 Mars/ 
 Stars

 9-10 7-8 Jupiter/ 
Mercury

10-11 7-8 Saturn/ 
Venus

10-11 8-9 Supernova/ 
Earth

Online Library
Every Reading Planet 
book is available online 
as an interactive eBook 
with downloadable 
teaching notes as part of 
the 1-year subscription to 
Reading Planet Online.

FREE
READING PLANET 
ASTRO TEACHING 

GUIDANCE 
AVAILABLE ON 
OUR WEBSITE
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